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COMMUNITY HEALTH INITIATIVE, HAITI (CHI) QUARTERLY REPORT
QUARTER 3: JULY 1 - SEPTEMBER 3O, 2022
Every quarter, it seems, we report that Haiti has spiraled even more out of
control. The headlines are bleak, and yet, CHI has been able to continue
providing regular health care in our partner communities in Arcahaie, Haiti,
thanks to our committed team on the ground and your support. This
quarter, our staff conducted a 4-day clinic in Do Digue and Fondol, we
shipped supplies from Iowa to our team on the ground, and we celebrated
CHI’s 10-year Anniversary together with supporters and friends in Iowa City,
IA!
CHI CELEBRATES 10 YEARS OF
WORKING IN SOLIDARITY WITH
OUR PARTNERS IN ARCAHAIE!
CHI’s 10-year Anniversary Gala
celebration and fundraiser was
held September 17, 2022, at the
downtown Iowa City, IA, Graduate
Hotel. We were elated to be able to
celebrate in real life with so many
of our supporters after COVID kept
us apart for over 2 years. A very
special thank you to our Sponsors,
our guest emcee, Charity Nebbe,
our auctioneer, Joe Gitta, and our
musicians, Jim Dreier & Ritmo
Carib! It was a fabulous evening of
re-connection and reflection, with a
fabulous Haitian menu, to boot! We
toasted our Haitian team virtually
and honored them for their
commitment to continuing the
work in another difficult year.
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We also celebrated supporters who have been instrumental in helping us
carry out our mission over the past year. The award-winners this year were:
Andrew Code Family Foundation – Mountain Mover Distinguished
Supporter Award; Brielle Ganthier – CHI Ambassador of the Year Award;
Dimy Doresca – Board Member of the Year Award; David Hans – CHI
Appreciation Award; and Professor Blake Rupe – CHI Community
Partnership Award. Co-founder Dr. Chris Buresh and Board Member and
Haitian Partner-Provider Rigan Louis were on hand to share stories and
reflections on our founding and dreams for our future.

We also co-hosted a documentary film, How (Not) to Build a school in Haiti
in an exciting collaboration with FilmScene of Iowa City, to help raise
awareness of and hold space for critical conversations around charitable
work in Haiti. Thanks to FilmScene partnering with CHI to bring this film to
the community, and to our panelists for an engaging discussion!
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Finally, thank you to our CHI 360 Planning Committee, who tirelessly work
year-round to make sure this event is the best it can be, and to all the other
volunteers who pitched in! Together, we raised over $42,000 to continue
providing health care in Arcahaie! Onward!
Click HERE to watch the recorded interview with co-founder Dr. Josh White
and past Board Chair, Joel Zylstra, about CHI’s beginnings and reflections on
how far we’ve come.

CHI CLINIC TEAM PERSEVERES TO CONDUCT SUMMER CLINIC, JULY 2528, 2022
Our team did amazing work at our Summer Clinic! In only 4 days, they saw
a total of 536 patients! They treated patients for malnutrition, skin
conditions, high blood pressure, and provided prenatal care for pregnant
women. We were so fortunate to have Dr. Emmanuel with the team
providing dental care. Our Medical Director in Haiti, Dr. Daphené Pierre,
reported a sharp increase in patients with malnutrition, and hopes to
address this at our next clinic, as well as in our home visit and follow-up
programs offered by our Community Health Workers. Medications were in
short supply, the days were hot and long, and the team did the absolute
best they could under challenging circumstances. Their dedication to
caring for their communities in these dark times is what keeps hope alive.
We need your help to continue to offer these regular clinics, which is the
only source of health care some of our patients will ever receive. Please
send a gift today to help ensure there are no interruptions in the services
provided by our staff and partners in Haiti.
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RECAP AND REFLECTIONS FROM SUMMER CLINIC WEBINAR
As always, CHI hosted a webinar following the clinic to share stories with
our supporters from our staff and providers. It was great to hear some
reflections from our team, listen to concerns that the patients are bringing
to our staff and providers, and cheer on our team! Dr. Daphené reported
treating a 6-month-old baby for malnutrition whose mother had passed
away. “The patients are so grateful”, says Dr. Daphené, and noted that the
team really came together to make this clinic a success! Jude Rene, CHI’s
Inventory & Pharmacy Specialist, reported, “If we could have clinic every
week, it still would not meet the need here.” These listening sessions are an
important way we can show support to our staff and patients, and they also
help us make decisions about any changes needed moving forward. In case
you missed it, you can watch it on our blog roll HERE. (Check out some of
our other stories while you’re there!)
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PALLETS OF SUPPLIES MAKE IT TO HAITI!
We were able to send 2 pallets of medical supplies and equipment to our
crew in Haiti via a partnership with Konbit Sante. The ship arrived in CapHaitien on July 12, and once the supplies were released from customs, they
will be loaded onto a bus to Port-au-Prince, where our staff will retrieve
them. We are so grateful for the “garage-full” of medical supplies from
supporter David Hans of Swisher, IA, who heard about CHI’s work last
August on Iowa Public Radio, when host Charity Nebbe interviewed CHI
Board Chair Dimy Doresca and CHI Board member and Haitian partnerprovider Rigan Louis about the 2021 earthquake in Haiti on her show, Talk of
Iowa! These supplies, including surgical supplies, Clean Birth Kits, and
vitamins, have gone from storage in Iowa into the hands of our caring staff,
who will put them to good use in our partner communities in Arcahaie!
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HAITI AT A STANDSTILL; CHI KEEPS MOVING FORWARD
Though the crises in Haiti continue to worsen, and the fallout has reached
Arcahaie’s doorstep for the first time in our staff’s memories, our staff keep
showing up and continue to provide the care so urgently needed in their
communities. Road blockades, fuel shortages, inflation, food shortages,
escalation in kidnappings, malnutrition, and now cholera are the reality our
partner communities and staff face daily. As these crises continue to escalate,
our team is uniquely suited to helping their communities confront these
challenges. Because our Community Health Workers live in the communities in
which they serve, they are still able to make their home visits, checking up on
the patients and arranging for follow-up care if needed through our Follow-Up
and Hospital Referral programs. Because our Gadyen Dlo water treatment
systems are sourced in Haiti, our Gadyen Dlo agents are still able to distribute
water treatment systems throughout their communities. This service played an
important role at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, when our staff were
able to use these bucket systems to set up handwashing stations and teach
good handwashing protocols throughout our partner communities. Now, they
are emerging once again as important tools for preventing cholera, by easily
converting potentially contaminated water to safe drinking water through the
simple Gadyen Dlo water treatment systems. Please help us continue providing
this important service throughout Arcahaie by sending a gift today.

"

"

MEN ANPIL, CHAY PA LOU.

Many hands make light the work.
–Haitian Proverb
We are blessed to have supporters near and far, standing with us as we
grow through the challenges of this current moment. Because of your
support, our staff and partner-providers in Haiti are able to stay the
course through ever-mounting obstacles. There is so much more work
to be done, and together, we will continue this journey we began more
than 10 years ago to create healthy, empowered, self-directed
communities in Haiti, until the work is done!
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