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COMMUNITY HEALTH INITIATIVE, HAITI (CHI) QUARTERLY REPORT
QUARTER 2: APRIL 1 - JUNE 3O, 2022
This quarter we are proud, once again, to have maintained all our programs
and to have run a full Haitian-led clinic in April. The conditions on the ground
have continued to deteriorate, with kidnappings becoming more and more
common, more and more roads being completely blocked and controlled by
gangs, and a fuel shortage, causing a spike in prices of all consumer goods
and medicines in particular. This crisis has directly contributed to widespread
hunger and malnutrition. According to the UN News, “45 percent of the
population will be in severe hunger from March to June, and of those, more
than 1.3 million are estimated to be in the emergency phase of the
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC).” CHI is taking steps to
assess how we can add malnutrition care to our routine clinic offerings as
well as to our Community Health Workers’ routine home visits. We need
your help to ensure our team on the ground has the resources to respond to
this developing crisis. Thank you for supporting Haitian-led solutions in Haiti.
CELEBRATE WITH CHI AS WE
MARK 10 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP
IN ARCAHAIE!
This year we are excited to be
marking a momentous milestone –
10 years of CHI in Haiti! On
September 17, we will be hosting a
huge fundraising gala themed
around reunion and reflection. We
hope you will join us for this
Anniversary gala in Iowa City, IA,
where CHI began! Please consider
becoming a sponsor and
purchasing a table for your friends
and family to learn more about the
important work happening in Haiti.
Event information is available at
www.chihaiti.org/events.
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OUR CHI TEAM SETS A NEW RECORD AT OUR APRIL HAITIAN-LED CLINIC –
AGAIN!
Our CHI crew is a hard-working team! With each clinic, they report that they get
more efficient, and the collaboration gets smoother, which allows them to serve
more patients – this time they were able to see 726 patients! The need is so
great that people walk hours through the night in hopes to get in line in time to
be seen by our providers. Dr. Daphené was able to use our Butterfly ultrasound
device to find a heartbeat for an expectant parent, and the team was able to
refer a very sick patient with suspected liver failure to the nearest hospital. We
even had our dentist, Dr. Emmanuel, with us this time to see the dental needs of
the community. Because of the difficulty traveling right now, we are unsure how
often we will be able to have our dentist with us for clinic, but we are so grateful
when he gets to join the team for the week. With the retirement of our beloved
medical records system TEBOW recently, Abélard debuted a new medical
record-keeping system that he designed himself using Jotform, with his new
laptop that our supporters purchased for him! He had been entering patient
information using his phone, and is very grateful for this update that will make
his job so much easier and will make intake so much faster.
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RECAP AND REFLECTIONS FROM THE SPRING CLINIC
Our team in Haiti shared stories and reflections from clinic at our Spring
Webinar, as well as recognized and lifted each other up to celebrate the
good work they have done together. Some good quotes: Widlyn (CHW):
“Thank you to the staff and providers. CHI is valuable in Arcahaie. You are
saving lives!” Denis (CHW): “Clinic is so important! There are so many who
need to be taken care of. People in my community value me, and I am
important when I am in Fondol.” Dangé (Operations Director) mused that if
he could record the patients in line for clinic, that we would hear many words
of appreciation, including, “You are doing God’s work!” According to Jude
(Pharmacy & Inventory), our clinics are so important to people in the
community, that they walk 3-4 hours from the top of the mountain to get
there to be seen by our team. Our team is truly inspirational, and their work
would not be possible without your support!

SUMMER INTERN PROGRAM AIDS CHI HAITI IN VARIOUS WAYS
We are excited to offer a summer internship project again this year! We
believe it is important to foster the next generation of global health
advocates and have accepted a number of interns for this summer. They are
high school and college students who are creative, smart, and invested in
their projects. Their work encompasses creating and maintaining Google
Ads grants for CHI, creating youth programs for CHI communities,
researching malnutrition in our CHI adult population and developing
educational pieces on this for our Community Health Workers (CHWs), along
with analysis of the community engagement survey.
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CHI PARTNERS WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA GLOBAL HEALTH CLASS
For several years, CHI has participated in the University of Iowa’s Global
Health Class as the project organization. The class spends the first half of the
semester learning about Haiti, global health, and CHI’s history, and the
second half working on projects designed by CHI to benefit our organization
as well as provide an opportunity for students to get a hands-on global
health experience without having to travel abroad. This spring, the students’
projects are: 1. Plastics/Recycling, 2. Cervical cancer screening, building on
the work from last years’ group, 3. Covid in Haiti, 4. Food Sovereignty. We are
thankful to Professor Blake Rupe (who has traveled with CHI in the past to
Haiti) for continuing this partnership and hope it lasts for many more years!
WATER FOR LIFE: HAITI – 3 NEW WELLS INAUGURATED
Three communities in Arcahaie commune now have access to clean water:
Nan Dalle, Maxenat and Bas Thomas! After years of delays due to unrest and
Covid, the project was able to start up again in 2022. Our Haiti Operations
Director, Wisly Dangé, was able to attend all three well inaugurations, and
reports that there was a joyous celebration in each community with
speeches, music, dancing, and feasting together! We are so grateful to our
partners and supporters who helped make this project a reality. Access to
clean water will reduce infant mortality, improve overall public health, and
lessen productivity lost from water- and sanitation-related diseases.
According to the United Nations, investment in rural water and sanitation
services generates $7 dollars through saved medical costs and increased
productivity for every $1 dollar spent.
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PARTNER COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROJECT PROVIDES VALUABLE
FEEDBACK
CHI Board members Dr. Judy and Dr. Val created an action plan to survey our
patients at the next clinic for input on our impact and to assess the
community’s needs. One of our interpreters, Fedeline, conducted the survey
during our April clinic. The survey asked the patients about their experience
with CHI’s clinics, and about the pressing health needs as they see them today
in their communities. Overall the feedback was very positive and informative,
and will help shape our next clinics. Some examples of the feedback from our
patients:
“CHI is quality, providing care over 10 years. I only get care at CHI.”
“CHI has been so good to me, my family, and community. I respect the CHI
crew. Great job.”
“I want CHI to have more clinics here because too many of us are dying.”
With your support, we can continue to offer this life-saving care to our partner
communities, and hope to be able to offer more frequent clinics at some point
in the near future.
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TWO PALLETS OF MEDICAL
SUPPLIES SHIPPED TO HAITI WITH
KONBIT SANTE
Partner organization Konbit Sante
offered us space on their shipping
container leaving in early June. This
was an amazing opportunity to
gather all the supplies we still have
floating around the US, clear out our
storage facility in Iowa, and get the
supplies to Haiti, where our staff and
providers can put them to good use.
We were able to send 2 pallets of
medical supplies and equipment to
our crew in Haiti via Konbit Sante.
On a steamy day in May, board
members Kim Riley-Adams, Jay
Fredrick and his wife and super
supporter, Terry Dewald-Fredrick,
co-founder Chris Buresh and Executive Director Leah Mathiason met up in
Cedar Rapids, IA, to pack up the supplies. They learned how to palletize and
the shipment is enroute to our team in Haiti! Thanks to everyone who
pitched in to pack and ship the supplies as well as those contributing to our
fundraiser for this important initiative. As an added bonus, we were able to
close up our storage facility, which saves us money, which can be better
spent on our work on the ground!

"
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MEN ANPIL, CHAY PA LOU.

Many hands make light the work.
–Haitian Proverb
We are immeasurably grateful to our supporters near and far for
standing with us as we grow through the challenges of this current
moment. Because of your support, our staff and partner-providers in
Haiti have been able to stay the course through ever-mounting
obstacles. As always, there is much work to be done, and together, we
get the work done!

6 | CHI Haiti

